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Elder  Richard  L.  Evans,  on  I  hursday. 
October  8th,  1953,  was  sustained  as  the  71st 
apostle  of  the  Church  and  a  member  of  the 
Council  of  Twelve  Apostles.  Elder  Evans 
brought  to  this  position  the  knowledge  ob- 
tained from  a  life  devoted  to  Church  activi- 
ties. 

He  filled  a  mission  in  Great  Britain  where 
he  was  appointed  associate  editor  of  the 
Millennial  Star  under  Dr.  James  E.  Talmage. 
then  president  of  the  European  Mission, 
later  he  worked  under  Dr.  John  A.  Widstoe 
who  succeeded  Dr.  Talmage  as  mission  presi- 
dent. 

When  he  returned  home  from  his  mission 
he  enrolled  at  the  University  of  Utah  and 
secured  work  at  Radio  station  KSL  as  staff 
announcer.  It  was  while  he  was  engaged  in 
this  work  that  he  began  his  activities  with  the 
Tabernacle  Choir  broadcast.  He  soon  became 
the  writer,  producer,  and  announcer  of  this 
weekly  coast-to-coast  programme.  This  has 
brought  him  recognition  from  unnumbered 
thousands,  great  and  humble,  throughout  the 
world.  He  still  produces  the  programme  to- 
day after  nearly  twenty-five  years  of  continued 
broadcasts  since  June  1930. 

In  February  1936  Elder  Evans  became 
managing  editor  of  the  Improvement  Erg  and 
then  later  one  of  the  senior  editors. 

On  October  9th.  1938,  while  serving  on  the 
Y. M.M.I. A.  Board,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
First  Council  of  the  Seventy. 

Elder  Evans  received  his  B.A.  degree  in 
English  from  the  University  of  Utah  which 
was  followed  by  earning  an  M.A.  degree  in 
economics.  He  has  since  served  his  alma 
mater  as  University  of  Utah  alumni  president 
and  member  of  the  board  of  regents. 

He  has  written  editorials  for  nation  wide 
newspapers  with  other  of  his  writings  appear- 
ing in  the  Reader's  Digest,  Coronet,  Look, 
and  numerous  other  periodicals  and  publica- 
tions. 

Elder  Evans  was  born  In  Salt  Lake  City  in 
1906,  son  of  Jchn  Alldridge  Evans  and 
Florence  Neslen  Evans.  He  was  married  in 
the  Salt  Lake  Temple  August  9.  1933  and  is 
now  the  father  of  four  son,:  Richard  L..  Jr. 
19;  John  Thornlev.  16:  Stephen.  13:  and 
William,  10. 

(Continued  on   page  66) 


There   Is    No   Freedom    From 

Consequence 

Hy  Richard  1     Evaru      • 

Perhaps  all  of  us  at  times  have  questions 
concerning  freedom  especially  young  people 
who  feel  too  closely  tied,  to  closely  tethered, 
and  who  sometimes  seem  to  feel  that  freedom 
should  mean  the  right  to  do  absolutely  any- 
thing they  choose  to  do.  Perhaps  we  have  all 
heard  youngsters  say  in  substance:  If  it's  a 
free  country,  why  do  I  have  to  do  anything  1 
don't  want  to  do?  Why  do  I  have  to  practise? 
Why  do  I  have  to  go  to  school?  Why  do  J 
have  to  come  in  early — or  account  to  anyone 
at  all?  If  it's  a  free  dountry,  why  can't  I  go 
where  I  want  and  do  what  I  want  and  take 
what  I  want?  Sooner  or  later,  such  mis- 
conceptions concerning  freedom,  would,  if 
persistently  pursued,  lead  to  loss  of  freedom. 
Absolute  and  unrestrained  freedom  is,  of 
course,  anarchy.  And  anarchy  is  not  freedom 
—  but  complete  chaos.  We  cannot  have  free- 
dom without  responsibility.  We  cannot  have 
freedom  without  respecting  the  rights  of 
others.  We  cannot  have  freedom  without 
living  within  the  law.  And  as  to  young  people 
who  earnestly  ask  such  searching  questions 
concerning  freedom,  it  may  be  helpful  to 
remember  these  few  simple  essentials:  Yes. 
we  have  our  freedom— freedom  to  refuse  to 
take  advantage  of  our  opportunities,  freedom 
to  be  lazy,  freedom  to  refuse  to  work,  (even 
freedom  to  starve  if  we  want  to):  freedom  to 
be  dishonest,  freedom  to  be  unpleasant,  un- 
kind, unco-operative:  freedom  to  choose  right 
or  wrong,  honest  or  dishonest,  chastity  or  un 
chastity,  industry  or  indolence,  honour  or 
dishonour,  truth  or  falsehood,  good  or  evil, 
light  or  darkness,  the  wrong  road  or  the  right 
one.  In  all  this  we  may  have  our  choice,  but 
in  all  of  this  also  there  is  one  thing  we  must 
remember:  there  is  no  such  thing  as  freedom 
from  consequences.  Freedom  is  a  Godgiven 
inalienable  right  and  is  essential  to  the  soul's 
salvation  in  the  highest  sense.  And  every  man 
must  be  protected  in  his  right  to  choose  as  to 
certain  essentials.  But.  when  we  flaunt  any 
law — of  society,  of  the  land,  of  nature,  or  of 
God — we  pay  a  price.  We  reap  the  results  of 
the  seeds  we  sow.  Freedom  can  be  used  or 
abused — but  there  is  certainty  concerning  it : 
it  cannot  keep  us  from  consequences. 

-From  The  Improvement  Era. 
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LDS  QUARTET  BEST  IN 
ARMY      SONG     FESTIVAL:      A 

quartet  composed  of  LDS  ser- 
vicemen, stationed  within  the 
Swiss-Austrian  Mission,  won 
first  place  in  the  U.S.  armed 
forces  Austria  singing  contest 
held  recently  at  Leghorn.  Italy. 

Directed  by  Milton  Larsen, 
also  a  serviceman,  the  four 
young  military  men  won  first 
place  and  sang  their  way  into 
the  hearts  of  their  listeners.  The 
spirit  of  their  music  which 
spoke  of  their  lives  and  the 
Gospel  they  espoused,  has  done 
much  to  promote  the  missionary 
work  wherever  they  have  gone 
according  to  Pres.  William  F. 
Pearschon,  presiding  in  that 
mission. 

He  told  of  another  group  of 
LDS  Servicemen  in  Salzburg, 
Austria,  who  had  collected  £700 
towards  a  building  fund  for  the 
Austrian  Saints.  In  addition 
they  are  supporting  a  fuli-ump 
missionary  in  Austria  according 
to  Pres.  Perschon. 

LDS  HOME  NIGHT  FOR 
PRESIDENT  EISENHOWER:     A 

typical  Latter-day  Saint  home 
evening  was  recently  presented 
for  President  Dwight  D.  Eisen- 
hower and  Mrs.  Eisenhower. 

The  setting  for  the  evening 
was  the  beautiful  southern 
plantation  home  on  the  historic 
Virginia  ranch  of  President  T. 
Willard  Marriott  of  the 
Washington  State. 

The  evening  programme,  giv- 
ing the  President  of  the  United 
States  a  glimpse  of  Mormon 
family  life,  was  presented  by  the 
family  of  Elder  Ezra  Taft  Ben- 
son of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve. 
Elder  Benson  is  secretary  of 
agriculture  in  President  Eisen- 
hower's cabinet. 

Early  in  the  evening  the 
Marriotts,  who  operate  a  large 
chain    of   restaurants,   served   as 


dinner  hosts  to  the  Eisenhowei 
and  Benson  family. 

Following  dinner  members  of 
the  three  families  gathered 
around  the  living-room  fireside 
and  entertainment  was  furnished 
with  community  singing,  reading 
and  skits  by  the  young  members 
of  the  families,  and  several 
personal  experiences  were  told 
by  President  and  Mrs.  Eisen- 
hower. 

The  successful  LDS  home 
evening,  presented  by  the  Ben- 
son family,  was  brought  to  a 
close  with  a  song  and  prayer. 

ORANGE  GROVE  ADDED  TO 
WELFARE  SETUP:  Seventeen 
acres  of  the  highest  producing 
orange  grove  in  California  have 
been  added  to  the  welfare  pro- 
jects of  the  Church  by  the 
Southern  California  Region,  it 
was  disclosed  this  week  by  Pres. 
Howard  W.  Hunter  chairman  of 
the  region. 

The  orchard  of  large,  f  un- 
developed Valencia  trees  are 
located  in  Corona,  about  50 
miles  from  the  civic  centre  in 
Los  Angeles.  The  grove  is  about 
10  miles  from  the  welfare  ranch 
of  Perris,  also  operated  by  the 
Southern  California  Region.  The 
new  grove  is  part  of  one  of  the 
last  orange  grove  estates  left  in 
Southern  California.  It  is 
located  in  a  frost-free  area.  No 
report  of  frost  has  been  had  in 
the  area  for  moie  than  6b  >ears. 
or  since  the  weather  bureau 
began   keeping  records. 

The  grove  will  furnish  oranges 
and  orange  juice  for  the  welfare 
programme  for  the  Church.  The 
Southern  California  Region  has 
operated  for  many  years  a  10- 
acre  orange  grove  at  Riverside, 
California  from  which  much  of 
the  orange  juice  and  many  ol 
the  oranges  have  been  furnished 
to  the   welfare  budget. 
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A  STALWART  MEMBER 

OF  THE  SOUTH  AFRICAN  MISSION 

"The  race  isn't  to  the  swift  or  the   battle  to  the  strong 
but  to  he  who  endures  to  the   end" 


Should  one  drop  into  the  Mission  Office  in 
Cape  Town  on  a  Thursday  morning,  they 
would  find  an  elderly  gentleman  heartily  jok- 
ing with  the  office  stall  or  perhaps  discussing 
some  mission  problem  with  President  Duncan. 
This  visitor,  Brother  Thomas  Wilson,  for 
many  years  has  made  a  weekly  call  to  the 
Mission  Office  to  chat  with  the  Llders,  talk 
with  the  President,  and  satisfy  his  keen  inter- 
ests in  Mission  activities.  He  is  a  big  man,  a 
lively  Scotchman,  and  though  over  85  years 
has  turned  his  hair  while  and  watched  him 
perform  his  tasks  since  his  birth  in  Ayrshire, 
Scotland,  he  has  never  lost  the  spark  of 
humour  which  enables  him  to  make  friends 
easily  and  enjoy  life  under  all  conditions.  One 
can  not  help  but  admire  this  man  with  years 
of  experience  behind  him  and  an  inspiring 
testimony  which  makes  him,  although  85, 
seem  as  yet  a  young  and  spirited  man. 

His  visits  to  the  office  are  accompanied  with 
an  occasional  bouquet  of  flowers  for  the 
Mission  home,  sweets  for  the  office  staff  and 
an  unexhaustable  supply  of  faith  promoting 
stories  of  his  life  and  travels.  One  thrills  as 
he  listens  to  Brother  Wilson  relate  the  ex- 
periences of  visiting  the  sacred  grove  where 
he  stood  and  gazed  upon  the  spot  of  the  first 
vision,  or  talks  of  his  journeys  in  Utah  and 
Salt  Lake  City.  Brother  Wilson  explains  how 
all  of  these  happenings  have  added  to  his 
testimony  which  he  has  borne  throughout  the 
world  in  Scotland,  England,  America  and 
South  Africa. 

Brother  Wilson,  enjoying  the  Latter-day 
Saint  hymns  and  knowing  an  amazing  number 
of  them  by  memory,  often  quotes  the  words 
of  his  favourite  tunes  in  his  talks  and  conver- 
sations. When  he  is  complimented  for  his 
achievements  or  it  is  mentioned  that  it  is 
amazing  for  a  man  of  his  age  to  be  so  active 
and  energetic,  he  replies :  "No,  it  is  not 
amazing,"  andadds  with  a  twinkle  in  his  eye, 
"It's  Mormonism." 

For  many  years  he  has  been  a  familiar 
figure  around  "Cumorah,"  admired  by  the  old 


THOMAS     WILSON 

for  his  wisdom  and  cheery  nature  and  loved 
by  the  young  for  his  understanding  attitude 
and  the  sweets  he  always  carries  in  his  coat 
pocket. 

The  conversion  of  this  stalwart  member 
tells  an  interesting  story  beginning  at  the  turn 
of  the  century  in  Scotland  when  the  coal 
strikes  endangered  his  business.  This  threaten- 
ing condition  prompted  him  to  sell  out  and 
leave  with  his  wife  and  three  children  for 
South  Africa  arriving  here  in  September  1901. 
Five  years  later  the  missionaries  called  at  his 
home  in  Cape  Town  and  talked  to  his  wife. 
She  was  very  interested  in  the  message  but 
upon  telling  her  husband  about  the  visit  of 
the  Mormon  Elders  she  was  instructed  not  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  them.  Little  atten- 
tion  was   paid   to  his  warning,  however,  and 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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I  don't  know  how  it  is  where  you  live,  but 
where  we  live  there  has  been  a  different  feel 
in  the  air  these  past  few  days.  By  sure  and 
certain  signs  we  are  well  aware  that  suddenly 
it's  autumn — as  trees  begin  to  shed  their 
summer  dress,  leaf  by  leaf,  first  having 
costumed  themselves  in  high  colour  to  cele- 
brate the  autumn  evening.  And  one  of  these 
mornings  the  moisture  on  the  grass  will  be 
white  and  crisp.  Then  the  fields  will  take  on 
a  quieter  colour,  before  winter  steps  in  and 
covers  the  sleeping  silence  with  white  sheets. 
Aside  from  the  beauty,  the  naturalness,  the 
wonder  of  this  annual  occurrence,  what  always 
strikes  us  is  that  it  comes  so  suddenly.  We 
remember  only  yesterday  hearing  the  children 
talk  of  being  soon  out  of  school  —  but  the 
summer  has  suddenly  slipped  by,  and  now 
they  are  back  again  at  their  books.  We  re- 
member only  yesterday  watching  the  last  snow 
melting,  and  farmers  plowing  spring  fields. 
Only  yesterday,  we  remember  looking 
anxiously  for  the  first  sign  of  leaves  to  show, 
and  for  the  beauty  of  the  spring  blossoms. 
Only  yesterday  (or  so  it  seems)  we  remember 
the  rush  of  Christmas  shopping,  and  the  ever- 
fresh  wonder  of  the  Christmas  morning;  the 
New  Year;  February  and  Valentines;  April 
and  Easter;  May  and  Memorial  Day;  June  and 


By  Richard  L.  Evans 

commencement;  and  July  and  August;  then 
summer  is  gone —  and  suddenly  it's  autumn. 
Wonderful  as  it  all  is,  yet  to  many  summers 
have  slipped  suddenly  from  us  without  our 
having  done  a  thousand  things  we  had  in- 
tended to  do — things  we  had  solemny  said 
"this  year"  we  would  do,  with  family  and 
friends — when  school  was  out,  when  summer 
came.  But  summer  came  and  slipped  away — 
and  suddenly  it's  autumn.  And  too  much  of 
life  itself  has  slipped  away,  as  spring  has 
successievly  succumbed  to  summer,  and  as 
successive  summers  suddenly  passed.  And 
when  it  is  autumn,  it  is  almost  winter  and 
when  it  is  winter  we  had  better  have  the  har- 
vest behind  us.  Scrambling  for  lost  time  is 
an  unhappy  occupation.  We  can  buy  the 
harvest  of  the  farmer's  field.  We  can  buy 
apples  by  the  bushel.  We  can  buy  all  the 
material  things  that  another  man  has  made. 
But  in  life  we  cannot  buy  a  year  or  a  month 
or  a  minute. 

And  with  the  seasons  and  the  years  slipping 
from  us  so  suddenly,  surely  we  should  sharpen 
our  sense  of  values;  surely  we  should  look  at 
everyone  and  everything  around  us  and  ask 
ourselves  what  really  matters  most. 

—THE  IMPROVEMENT  ERA. 


A  SALWART  MEMBER 

she  continued  to  listen  to  the  teachings  of 
Mormonism.  After  a  lot  of  persuasion  the 
children  were  allowed  to  attend  Sunday 
School  with  Thomas  Wilson  commenting,  "If 
they  don't  learn  anything  good,  I  guess  they 
won't  learn  anything  bad." 

This  was  the  beginning.  Soon  meetings 
were  held  regularly  in  the  home  and  in 
December  1907  Sister  Wilson  was  baptised. 
Two  months  later  Brother  Wilson  followed 
her  actions  and  was  baptised  at  Woodstock 
beach  by  Elder  Ralph  Badger  in  February 
1908. 

Today  Brother  Wilson  has  forty-seven 
years  of  faithfulness  and  church  leadership 
behind  him.  He  has  spent  a  good  many  of 
those  years  acting  as  Branch  President  of  the 


(Continued  from  opposite  page) 

Mowbray  Branch,  has  served  in  the  Mission 
Presidency  and  taken  an  active  part  in  all 
church  activities.  He  was  ordained  a  High 
Priest  in  1909  and  spent  some  time  in  Salt 
Lake  City  during  1939  when  he  went  through 
the  temple.  He  is  the  father  of  seven  children, 
two  cf  whom  were  called  into  the  mission  field 
here  in  South  Africa. 

Brother  Wilson  is  well  known  throughout 
the  Mission  having  travelled  with  the  Mission 
Presidents  at  various  times  to  the  different 
branches  of  the  Church  in  South  Africa.  He 
is  often  heard  saying,  "The  race  isn't  to  the 
swift  or  the  battle  to  the  strong  but  to  he  who 
endures  to  the  end."  This  is  his  object — to 
endure  to  the  end. 

(Continued  on  page  67) 
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What  is  this  vicarious  work.' 

Many  have  spoken  of  and  about  it  and 
many  more  will  continue  to  do  so,  for  it  is  an 
earthly  ordinance  of  the  restored  gospel  of 
Jesuse  Christ,  and  classified  by  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  as  the  most  important  work  for 
Latter-day  Saints.  In  Section  128  of  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  the  Prophet  said. 
"And  now  my  dearly  beloved  brethren  and 
sisters,  let  me  assure  you  that  these  are  prin- 
ciples in  relation  to  the  dead  and  the  living 
that  cannot  be  lightly  passed  over,  as  pertain- 
ing to  our  salvation."  (Verse  15.) 

For  their  salvation  is  necessary  and  essen- 
tial to  our  salvation,  as  Paul  says  concerning 
the  Fathers— That  they  without  us  cannot  be 
be  made  perfect — neither  can  we  without  our 
dead  be  made  perfect. 
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Cor.  15:29. 

In  a  glorious  manifestation  to  Joseph  Smith 
and  Oliver  Cowdrey  on  Sunday,  April  3,  1836, 
in  the  Kirtland  Temple,  Ohio,  there  appeared 
unto  them  Elijah  the  prophet  who  was  taken 
to  heaven  without  tasting  death,  and  declared 
unto  them: 

"Behold  the  time  has  fully  come,  which  was 
spoken  of  by  the  mouth  of  Malachi  testifying 
that  he  (Elijah)  should  be  sent  before  the  great 
and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord  come,  to  turn 
the  hearts  of  the  fathers  to  the  children,  and 
the  children  to  the  fathers,  lest  the  whole  earth 
be  smitten  with  a  curse. 

Therefore  the  keys  of  this  dispensation  are 
committed  into  your  hands;  and  by  this  ye 
know  that  the  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the 
Lord  is  near,  even  at  the  door." 

WHAT  were  these  keys? 

The  keys  that  Elijah  held  were  the  keys  of 
the  everlasting  priesthood,  the  keys  of  the 
sealing  power  which  the  Lord  gave  unto  him. 
and  that  is  what  he  enme  and  bestowed  upon 


the  heads  of  Peter,  James  and  John.  And  that 
is  what  he  gave  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith, 
and  that  included  a  ministry  of  Sealing  for  the 
Living  as  well  as  the  dead. 

Brigham  Young  said  concerning  the  sealing 
ordinance.  "The  ordinance  of  sealing  must  be 
performed  here — man  to  man  and  woman  to 
man,  and  children  to  parents,  etc.,  until  the 
chain  of  generations  is  made  perfect  in  the 
sealing  ordinances  back  to  Adam." 

From  these  quotations  we  should  realize 
work  for  the  dead  is  for  our  exaltation  as  well 
as  theirs,  always  remembering  we  cannot  be 
made  perfect  without  them,  neither  can  they 
without  us  be  made  perfect. 

Vicarious  work  then  is  work  done  by  proxy 
in  the  holy  Temples  of  the  Lord,  and  requires 
the  outward  ordinances  of  baptism  by  immer- 
sion, the  laying  on  of  the  hands  for  the  be- 
stowal of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  higher  en- 
dowments that  follow. 

This  work  offers  opportunity  to  our  kindred 
dead,  who  did  not  hear  the  gospel  in  mor- 
tality or  who  did  not  have  the  gospel  messages 
presented  to  them  in  any  adequate  way. 

The  results  of  such  labour  are  to  be  left  to 
the  Lord,  for  there  is  no  compulsion  or  hind- 
rance in  the  exercise  of  their  free  agency.  The 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  taught: — "The  greatest 
responsibility  in  this  world  that  God  has  laid 
upon  us  is  to  seek  after  our  dead,"  and  again 
"Those  Saints  who  neglect  it,  on  behalf  of 
their  deceased  relatives,  do  it  at  the  peril  of 
their  own  salvation." 

Are  there  Latter-day  Saints  who  have  failed 
to  have  the  vicarious  ordinance  work  done  for 
a  husband,  wife,  child,  mother,  father,  grand- 
parents, brothers,  sisters,  uncles,  aunts  and 
cousins,  etc.?  How  can  our  chain  be  com- 
pleted if  these  loved  ones  have  been  neglected, 
how  can  we  hope  to  stand  blameless  before 
them  in  the  hereafter,  how  can  we  imperil  our 
own  salvation! 

A  husband  must  have  a  wife  and  children 
must  have  parents. 

This  must  be  clearly  understood,  research 
of  marriage,  birth  and  fchristening  certificates 
will  furnish  valuable  information. 

(Continued  on  page  66) 
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TIME   HAS   JUSTIFIED 


On  the  .Sixth  day  of  this  month  a  century 
and  a  quarter  ago,  a  historic  evejnt  took  place. 
A  group  of  humble  people,  not  very  well 
schooled,  gathered  together  in  a  log  house 
which  was  the  home  of  Peter  Whitmer  in 
Fayette,  New  York,  with  the  purpose  in  mind 
of  organising  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints.  This  happening  was  cer- 
tainly an  inconspicuous  one  which  the  average 
onlooker  would  have  never  guessed  was  the 
beginning  of  a  movement  the  whole  world 
would  eventually  feel.  The  six  men  who  com- 
prised the  charter  members  were  young — their 
average  age  being  twenty-four  —  with  limited 
schooling  and  experience.  The  log  house  they 
met  in  was  just  one  of  the  many  such  buildings 
one  would  find  hidden  among  the  trees  hur- 
riedly built  from  the  natural  resources  of  the 
forest  to  provide  shelter  for  the  farmer  of 
the  lands.  This  little  log  house,  the  humble 
unlearned  men,  and  the  insignificant  numbers 
present  formed  an  alarming  contrast  with  the 
great  Catholic  and  Protestant  churches  of  the 
day.  It  seemed  presumptuous  of  Joseph  Smith 
and  his  five  friends  to  think  they  could  com- 
pete with  the  already  existing  religious  circles 
founded  among  chapels  and  cathedrals,  learned 
and  eloquent  preachers,  and  millions  of  com- 
municants of  the  religious  organization  which 
had  been  in. existence  for  1500  years.  Yes. 
the  average  onlooker  would  have  shaken  his 
head  in  doubtful  bewilderment  at  the  humble 
meeting  which  organised  the  Church. 

Yet  time,  the  great  tester  of  all  things, 
justified  the  work  done  on  April  6,  1830,  for 
Mormonism   was   quick   to   grow. 

There  must  have  bfeen  something  tremend- 
ously appealing  in  this  new  religion  to  cause 
it  to  spread  so  fast.  Those  early  converts, 
most  of  whom  walked   in   humble   ways  but 


many  of  them  were  well-to-do,  had  come  to 
Mormonism  from  other  churches  in  which 
they  were  in  good  standing.  They  were  all 
deeply  religious  without  being  credulous  or 
superstitious,  and  not  a  few  of  them  were 
college  graduates.  A  large  portion  of  the 
early  converts  had  been  preachers  of  other 
Christian  sects  with  their  minds  alert  for 
Gospel  truths.  The  message  of  the  Restored 
Church  attracted  the  clergy,  laity,  poor  and 
well-to-do  and  brought  them   together  united 


And   I  saw  another   angel  fly   in    the 

midst  of  heaven,   having  the  everlasting 

gospel   to  preach  unto   them  that  dwell 
on  the  earth. — Rev.  14:6. 


in  a  determined  effort  to  fight  for  truth.  These 
men  did  not  walk  blindly  into  the  quickly 
rising  organization,  but  went  fully  aware  of 
what  they  were  doing  and  realizing  that  their 
actions  were  not  exposing  them  to  corrupt 
ideas  of  open  fraud  as  the  misinformed  some- 
times believed. 

So  early  Mormonism  was  carried  into  every 
State  of  the  Union,  into  Canada,  into  Great 
Britain,  and  into  the  islands  of  the  sea.  This 
expansion  came  accompanied  with  fighting  inch 
by  inch  to  overcome  the  religious  bigotry  and 
intolerance,  but  it  grew  and  progressed,  making 
an  impression  wherever  it  went  with  a  silent 
steady  push  The  historians  of  all  lands  un- 
consciously recorded  the  effects  of  Mormonism 
as  thousands  of  missionaries  spread  themselves 
out  over  the  world  to  preach.  And  what 
have  they  preached?  Faith  in  God,  repent- 
ance of  sin,  the  right  of  every  individual  to 
(Continued  on  page  66) 
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— A  LETTER  HOME— 


Dear  Folks: 

It's  been  over  a  year  ago  now  since  I  climbed  aboard  the  ship  in  New  York 
harbour  en  route  to  the  South  African  mission  field.  As  I  glance  back  over  the 
happenings  and  experiences  of  those  twelve  months,  I  can  certainly  say  they  have 
been  the  most  outstanding  in  my  life.  During  this  time  I've  gained  a  deep  appreciation 
for  the  saints  of  this  land  as  I  studied  and  taught  the  Gospel  along  with  them,  each 
day  becoming  more  aware  of  the  importance  of  the  Restored  Church,  and  the 
message  it  bears  to  the  people  of  the  world.  It's  a  wonderful  experience  to  encounter 
the  thrill  that  an  honest  investigator  radiates  as  he  accepts  and  understands  the 
eternal  truths  of  the  Gospel,  for  there  is  nothing  that  can  compare  to  the  spiritual 
glow  that  comes  from  bringing  the  Church  of  Christ  into  the  life  of  some  honest 
searcher  for  truth. 

As  I  meet  the  people  and  try  to  explain  the  Gospel  to  them,  the  teachings  I've 
received  from  you  are  brought  to  my  mind  and  I  can  see  the  importance  of  proper 
training  of  young  Latter-day  Saint  people  in  the  home.  You  would  be  surprised 
how  many  times  I  have  faced  some  particularly  difficult  problem  and  thought,  "Now 
how  would  Mom  and  Dad  solve  this  one?"  The  teachings  that  you  have  given, 
the  example  you  have  set,  and  the  advice  you  have  offered  all  came  to  life  this  last 
year  in  the  mission  field,  and  now  I  can  see  they  will  be  with  me  constantly.  It  is 
a  wonderful  heritage  to  know  that  if  I  follow  the  footsteps  that  you  have  already 
taken  in  setting  the  example  for  me,  I  will  be  successful  in  my  efforts  to  live  and 
teach  the  Gospel. 

Early  this  morning  the  rising  sun  placed  a  ridge  of  pink  around  the  white 
clouds  that  poured  over  the  massive  rock  walls  of  Table  Mountain.  This  reflected 
my  mind  back  to  the  first  time  I  watched  the  sunrise  gild  the  cloudy  tablecloth  as 
I  gazed  with  wonderment  from  the  ship  in  Table  Bay.  Since  then,  the  outline  of 
this  mountain,  along  with  other  scenes,  have  become  as  familiar  as  the  profile  of 
a  lifelong  friend.  The  Transvaal  offered  some  colourful  sights  at  this  season  a  year 
ago  when  the  setting  sun  would  silhouette  in  an  array  of  colour  the  headgear  and 
dumps  of  the  gold  mines  as  they  protruded  up  from  the  veld  with  startling  abruptions, 
creating  a  picturesque  sight  long  to  be  remembered.  I've  developed  a  love  for  this 
land  of  South  Africa  with  its  kaleidoscopic  scenes,  but  this  love  for  the  land  hasn't 
grown  entirely  through  a  study  of  natural  surroundings  but  from  my  association 
with  the  Saints  here  in  the  mission  field  and  the  fact  that  it  was  here,  in  this  land 
of  sunshine,  that  I  learned,  lived,  and  taught  together  with  the  saints  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

I'm  enjoying  my  mission  and  appreciate  the  fact  that  you  are  making  it 
possible  for  me  to  have  the  experience  of  teaching  the  Gospel.  There  is  nothing 
that  brings  greater  contentment  than  teaching  the  laws  of  God,  because  the  rewards 
of  teaching  are  so  imperishable.  The  bond  of  human  fellowship  that  instruction  of 
eternal  truths  create,  grow  stronger  as  time  passes,  and  the  warm  clasp  of  friendly 
hands  nourishes  the  growing  happiness  which  comes  from  missionary  labours. 

I  am  looking  forward  with  anticipation  to  the  last  half  of  my  mission. 

Love, 

SON. 
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Elder    Caldwell  Elder 

Elders  ALLEN  L.  CALDWELL,  CHARLES  M. 

SESSIONS  and  DON  M.  LE  BARON  were 
honourably  released  from  their  missions  on  the 
11th  March.  1955  and  sailed  aboard  the  ,JCape 
Town  Castle"  from  the  shores  of  Africa.  Their 
course  took  them  up  the  West  coast  en  route  to 
the  U.S.A.  and  Canada  to  their  homes. 

Elder  Caldwell  laboured  In  Southern  Rho- 
desia then  East  London  and  Benoni  where  he 
served  as  Branch  President  and  completed  his 


Sessions 


Elder    LeBaron 

mission  in  Port  Elizabeth  as  Supervising  Elder. 

Elder  Sessions  laboured  in  Johannesburg. 
Northern  Rhodesia,  Springs,  Durban  and  then 
remained  a  few  months  after  his  two  years  had 
passed  labouring  in  Port  Elizabeth. 

Elder  LeBaron  laboured  in  Bloemfontein, 
Northern  Rhodesia,  Johannesburg,  and  then 
acted  as  Mission  Historian  and  Associate  Editor 
of  the  "Cumorah  Southern  Messenger"  before 
he  completed  his  mission  labours  in  Durban. 


Name 
Elder  Samuel  P.  Robison 
Elder  Farrell  R.  Monson 
Elder  L.  Ray  Smith 
Elder   Wallace    Sailing 
Elder  Lorin  C.  Godfrey 
Elder   Jerry   S.   Young 
Elder  Gerald  L.  Henderson 
Elder   Galen   E.  Jensen 
Elder   Ronald   P.   Duncan 
Elder  Donald   G.  Spencer 


From 

East  Rand 
East  Rand 
Cape  Town 
West  Rand 
Cape  Town 
Bulawayo 
Cape  Town 
East  Rand 
East   London 
East  London 


To 

West  Rand 
West  Rand 
West  Rand 
East  Rand 
Bulawayo 
Cape  Town 
Natal 
Natal 

Cape  Town 
West  Rand 


-M^^ 


TRANSFERS 


March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 


Date 

1st,  1955. 
7th,  1955. 
7th,  1955. 
7th,  1955. 
8th,  1955. 
10th,  1955. 
14th,  1955. 
15th,  1955. 
28th.  1955. 
31st,  1955. 


APPOINTMENTS 

Elder  C.  Larry  Tracy  was  appointed  Mission 
Secretary  March  8th,  1955. 

Elder  Lorin  C.  Godfrey  was  appointed  Branch 
President  and  Supervising  Elder  of  the  Bula- 
wayo Branch  and  District  March  10th. 
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PORT  ELIZABETH   BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Clarence  Doller, 

63  Heugh  Road,  Walmer,  Port  Elizabeth. 

Reported   by    Madge   McHugh 

We  welcome  Sister  Reynolds  into  our 
branch  and  hope  she  will  enjoy  her  associa- 
tion with  us.  During  the  month  we  said  fare- 
well, to  some  of  our  elders.  First  to  go  was 
Elder  Frederick  son,  who  was  transferred  to 
Durban.  We  wish  him  every  success  in  his 
new  field  of  labour.  Next  to  leave  were  Elders 
Caldwell  and  Sessions  who  started  the  first 
lap  of  their  journey  home.  We  congratulate 
them  on  the  fine  work  they  have  done  in 
South  Africa. 

Relief  Society  has  started  again  and  meet- 
ings are  held  at  the  same  time  as  the  Priest- 
hood. We  are  pleased  to  have  Sister  Doreen 
Warren  as  President  with  Sisters  Everton  and 
O'Connor  as  counsellors,  and  Sister  McHugh 
as  secretary-treasurer.  We  wish  this  organisa- 
tion the  best  of  luck. 

PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Branch    President:    Lionel    Bibb, 

282  Preller  Street,  Muckleneuk,  Pretoria. 

Reported  by  Sheila  Bibb 

Two  baby  girls  arrived  in  the  Pretoria 
branch  during  the  month  of  February.  Sister 
Rita'  van  der  Merwe  was  one  lucky  recipient 
and  Sister  Terblanche's  daughter,  Mrs. 
Richards,  was  the  other. 

The  branch  has  been  depleted  during  the 
last  two  months  by  the  absence  on  holiday 
of  the  Harvey  and  Hamilton  families.  We  are 
happy  to  welcome  the  Hamilton  family  back 
and  wish  the  Harvey  family  a  continued  happy 
holiday  until  they  return  in  April. 

We  would  like  to  congratulate  Sister  Pat 
on  attaining  her  majority  on  the  26th  of 
February. 

The  Relief  Society  held  another  cake  sale  in 
aid  of  the  building  fund,  and  we  would  like 
to  thank  all  those  who  worked  so  hard  to 
make  this  affair  a  success. 

The  M.I.A.  showed  a  series  of  slides  on  the 
Book  of  Mormon  on  the  ninth  of  March  at 
the  Bibb  home,  and  the  show  was  followed  by 
refreshments. 

We  welcome  Sister  Brummer,  Lettie  and 
Katrina  who  are  once  more  living  in  Pretoria. 
We  are  glad  that  they  are  now  able  to  attend 
our  meetings  regularly. 

We  were  happy  to  have  the  District  Presi- 


dency in  attendance  at  our  sacrament  meet- 
ing on  13th  of  March.  The  large  congrega- 
tion enjoyed  the  inspiring  talks  that  were 
given. 

We  congratulate  Brothers  Hamilton,  Har- 
vey, (ieorgc  Bibb,  Brotherton  and  son  Harold 
who  have  all  been  advanced  in  the  Priesthood 

EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Branch   President:   Elder  Winston   M.   Faux, 
51  Frere  Road,  East  London. 
Reported  by  Mona  McCallum 

The  M.I.A.  organized  an  outing  to  the 
bioscope  at  the  beginning  of  the  month  and 
we  went  to  see  "The  Robe." 

We  were  happy  to  have  Sister  Mavis  Scheckle 
and  Brother  Eric  Everton  of  Port  Elizabeth 
attend  our  meetings  while  they  were  spending 
a  week-end  in  East  London. 

Sister  E.  Toughy  has  been  admitted  to  the 
hospital  for  treatment.  We  pray  the  Lord's 
blessings  on  her  and  that  she  will  soon  be  re- 
stored to  health  again. 

A  party  was  arranged  by  Sister  Corrigan  in 
her  home  to  raise  funds  for  Primary  supplies. 
Elder  Spencer  showed  us  his  entire  collection 
of  slides,  but  Elder  Faux  only  managed  to 
show  us  half  of  his  vast  collection.  Everyone 
enjoyed  themselves  and  was  sorry  when  the 
evening  came  to  a  close. 

KRUGERSDORP   BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Deryck  V.  Vice, 

82  Von    Brandis  Street,   Krugersdorp. 

Reported  by  Yvonne  Cloete 

Firstly,  we  wish  to  welcome  our  new  mem- 
bers, Sister  and  Brother  Rowe.  Although  they 
have  as  yet,  through  domestic  reasons,  been 
unable  to  attend  and  meet  all  the  members,  we 
are  confident  that  in  the  near  future  the  posi- 
tion will  improve.  One  cannot  but  realise  that 
Krugersdorp  Branch  is  growing,  and  for  that 
we  sincerely  thank  our  Heavenly  Father. 

After  the  baptismal  service  held  at  Ramah 
on  Sunday  the  20th  of  February,  we  were  once 
again  fortunate  in  having  our  District  Presi- 
dency present  at  our  sacrament  meeting.  Their 
sincere  talks  are  always  a  source  of  inspiration 
to  us,  and  our  wish  is  that  we  could  hear  them 
more  often.  During  the  service  the  Mis- 
sionary Quarette  sang.  All  found  the  singing 
most  pleasing  and  we  wish  them  the  success 
they  deserve. 

Before  the  evening  service  all  were  cordially 
invited   to  the   home    of  Brother  Vice   where 
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*  Sister   Ria   had  prepared  a  delightful   spread. 
So  it  was  indeed  a  day  worth  remembering. 

Once  again  we  welcome  a  new  elder.  This 
time  Elder  Hutchins  who  is  now  working  with 
Elder  Derrick.  We  are  confident  that  they 
will  maintain  the  high  standard  of  service  set 
by  their  predecessors. 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Branch   President:    Elder  Gary  E.  Elliott, 
10  Heron  Road,  Durban. 

Reported  by  Joyce  Whalburn. 

We  are  still  busily  engaged  in  raising  funds 
for  our  chapel  and  activities  for  this  month 
included  a  Relief  Society  dinner,  a  cake  sale, 
a  jumble  sale,  and  a  chilli  bean  supper  held  on 
the  chapel  site.  , 

Rhodesian  visitors,  spending  a  long  leave  in 
our  city,  are  Brother  and  Sister  Clarke  and 
their  little  son.  A  visitor  from  Cumorah  has 
been  Sister  Yvonne  Ninow. 

Returned  holiday-makers  in  our  branch, 
looking  very  fit,  are  Sister  Bakker  who  has 
been  gathering  genealogy  in  the  Cape,  and 
Brother  and  Sister  Smith  and  Virginia  who 
have  been  to  Port  Elizabeth. 

We  are  glad  to  have  Sister  Natalie  Pagan 
back  in  our  branch  once  more  after  a  few 
months  stay  in  Pietermaritzburg. 

It  was  with  real  regret  that  we  said  good- 
bye to  Elder  Le  Baron  at  a  farewell  party  in 
his  honour  on  the  second  of  March.  His 
cheery  disposition  won  him  many  friends  dur- 
ing his  stay  here.  And  we  heartily  welcome 
Elders  Frederickson,  Jensen,  and  Henderson 
into  our  midst. 

The  morning  of  March  27th  dawned  clear 
and  golden  for  the  baptisms  of  Sister  Mc. 
Lellah  and  four  of  her  children:  Hyrum. 
Aubrey,  Thelma,  and  Kathy.  The  simple 
beauty  of  the  baptism  touched  the  hearts  of 
those  who  attended  and  became  yet  another 
testimony. 

At  a  fireside  chat  held  on  March  6th  Mr. 
Roy  Carlson  was  presented  with  a  fine  leather 
briefcase  as  a  farewell  gift  and  token  of  the 
appreciation  of  the  members  and  elders  in  our 
branch  for  the  wonderful  friend  he  has  been 
to  us  during  his  stay  in  Durban  as  American 
Vice  Consul.  He  in  turn  presented  our  branch 
with  a  framed  reproduction  of  the  Salt  Lake 
City  Temple  to  hang  in  our  chapel.  This 
gesture  was  typically  characteristic  of  this  man 
who  had  already  given  so  much  to  our 
branch.  We  wish  him  Godspeed  and  every 
happiness  in  the  years  that  lie  ahead. 

To  Brother  and  Sister  Erasmus  we  extend 
our.  sincerest  sympathy  on  the  death  of  their 
infant  son  David. 


SPRINGS   BRANCH 

Branch    President:    H.   Dec.   Hugo, 
51    Athlone    Avenue,    Strubenvale,    Springs. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  our  M.I.A.  is 
showing  a  marked  degree  of  progress  and  en- 
joying the  new  ping-pong  table  acquired  at  a 
low  cost  by  our  branch  president.  Progress 
isl  also  being  shown  by  our  Garden  Commit- 
tee by  the  improvement  to  our  chapel  grounds. 
For  this  appreciable  work  the  committee 
wishes  to  express  a  word  of  thanks  to  all  the 
elders  and  local  members  who  have  so  un- 
selfishly given  of  their  labours  to  achieve  this 
outline  of  beauty  about  our  chapel. 

During  the  month  Sister  Nel  Muir  had  to  be 
operated  on,  but  is  now  well  on  the  way  to 
complete  recovery.  The  Muir's  Free  State 
vacation,  however,  had  to  be  postponed. 

We  are  pleased  to  welcome  our  new  mem- 
ber, Brother  Newby,  into  our  midst  and  hope 
that  he  will  at  all  times  remember  the  covenant 
that  he  made  with  our  Lord  at  the  waters 
edge.  And  by  such  obedience  receive  a  deep 
rooted  happiness. 

Our  Relief  Society  is  very  pleased  to  report 
another  most  successful  cake  sale.  The 
corner  of  our  local  Municipal  Treasury  is 
really  becoming  well  noted  through  the  efforts 
of  these  good  sisters. 

Sister  Atkins  followed  her  husband  to 
Rhodesia  as  a  good  wife  should,  but  we  are 
one  down  on  our  membership  roll.  The  branch 
was  happy,  however,  to  present  Sister  Atkins 
with  a  wall  plate  depicting  a  Dickens  scene. 
We  wish  these  good  saints  all  happiness  in  the 
choice  of  their  new  place  of  abode. 

The  whole  Transvaal  Mormon  element  is 
looking  forward  with  feverish  anticipation  to 
the  seventeenth  of  April  when  another  red 
letter  day  will  be  added  to  Mormon  progres- 
sion in  the  form  of  the  Semi-annual  Confer- 
ence to  take  place  at  Springs. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Branch   President :      Alvin  Hubert, 

129  Beach  Drive,  Mouille  Point,  Cape. 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 

The  month's  activities  began  very  well  for 
the  "Cumcrah,,  choir  who  were  invited  to 
participate  in  the  evening  session  of  the  Bell- 
ville  Branch  Conference  on  February  27th. 
This  was  an  evening  of  great  spiritual  blessing. 
The  choir  rendered  two  items,  and  very  fine 
talks  were  given  by  President  and  Sister 
Duncan.  It  was  a  nappy  meeting  for  both 
visitors  and  visited. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  that  there  has  been 
quite  a  lot  of  sickness  among  our  members. 
Sister    Violet    Joliffe    is    up    and   about    again 
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after  a  very  serious  operation.  Sister  Lillian 
Heyne  has  now  recovered  from  a  severe  attack 
of  pleurisy,  and  we  missed  her  while  she  was 
recuperating  at  Gordon's  Bay.  Sister  Johanna 
Fourie  has  been  in  the  Mcnte  Rosa  Hosptial 
to  have  her  hip  set.  Brother  Gilbert  Osborne's 
father  has  had  a  serious  operation.  Little 
Gwen  Smith  has  made  a  wonderful  recovery 
from  meningitis.  Noela  and  Jennifer  Slabber 
have  been  suffering  from  mumps,  but  we  arc 
happy  to  report  that  they  have  fully  recovered. 
We  do  Heartily  thank  our  Heavenly  Father 
for  restoring  these  loved  ones  to  good  health, 
and  pray  that  Sister  Helene  van  Schalkwyk 
will  soon  recover  from  her  strained  cartilage. 

We  were  pleased  to  welcome  the  Sid  Spear 
family,  the  William  Harvey  family,  and  Sister 
Signe  Smith.  We  feel  sure  that  the  Cape  air 
did  them  good.  And  hope  they  have  enjoyed 
their  stay  here. 

The  first  fireside  chat  of  the  year  was  held 
on  March  6th  when  the  Junior  M-Men  tock 
charge  of  a  varied  programme  of  songs,  an 
organ  solo,  talks  by  Martin  Rayner  and  Presi- 
dent Duncan  and  a  formal  word  of  farewell 
by  Elder  Godfrey,  who  has  been  teacher  of 
this  class  for  the  past  year.  A  second  fireside 
chat,  the  special  interest  group  taking  charge, 
was  held  on  the  20th.  The  subject  was  the 
M.I.A.  reading  course  for  1955  and  our 
speakers  dealt  with  the  life  and  times  of  Luke. 

The  Relief  Society  was  responsible  for  an 
excellent  programme  on  Sunday.  March  6th, 
and  for  a  most  enjoyable  ''open  night"  on 
Tuesday  the  10th.  Sister  Hubert  welcomed 
the  congregation  at  the  Sunday  programme. 
Her  interesting  talk  was  followed  by  excellent 
talks  from  Sisters  Zoraida  Williams  and 
Stephine  Ninow.  Inspiring  musical  numbers 
were  rendered  by  the  Relief  Society  choir  and 
Sister  Nelly  Geldenhuys.  The  concluding 
speaker  was  Brother  Alwyn  Hubert.  The 
social  evening  was  also  very  successful  and 
certainly  enjoyed  by  all.  The  honoured 
guests  were  President  and  Sister  Duncan.  The 
programme  consisted  of  listening  to  Brother 
Noel  Storey's  inspired  recording  of  "The  Bock 
of  Mormon  Oratorio"  by  Leroy  J.  Robertson. 
Refreshments  were  served  by  the  Relief 
Society  sisters. 

The  annual  and  enjoyable  Old  Folks'  Party 
was  held  March  18th.  The  Relief  Society  Hall 
was  a  bower  of  flowers,  the  tables  being 
decorated  with  rails  of  ivy  and  hollyhocks. 
The  guests  arrived  in  good  time  for  the  very 
excellent  supper,  which  was  prepared  by 
Sister  Agnes  Hubert  and  her  helpers  in  the 
Relief  Society.  Brother  Sam  Rayner  was  the 
toast-master,    and    he    provided    a    very    good 


programme  for  the  entertainment  of  our  old 
folks.  It  was  indeed  pleasant  to  meet  with  so 
many  of  our  old  members  and  to  enjoy  the 
renewal  of  old  association.  We  owe  a  debt 
of  gratitude  to  all  of  those  who  did  so  much 
to  make  this  party  such  an  enjoyable  affair. 

RAMAH    BRANCH 

Branch  President :      Wilfred  S.  Wrench, 
31    18th   Street,   Parkhurst,  Johannesburg. 

Reported  by  Tex  W.   Smith 

May  we  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to  the 
new  appointments  in  Raman.  Especially  to 
Brother  A.  Phipson  as  Sunday  School  Superin- 
tendent and  Brother  P.  Brummer  as  musical 
director. 

Congratulations  go  to  the  "C'umorah 
Mormonires"  and  the  Relief  Society  Choir. 
under  the  direction  of  Sister  Signe  G.  Smith, 
for  the  wonderful  manner  which  they  are 
preaching  the  gospel,  with  songs  from  the 
heart.  They  are  receiving  the  success  that 
they  deserve,  and  we  know  that  the  Lord  will 
bless  them  in  their  work. 

Ramah  has  been  filled  to  capacity  lately  at 
Sunday  school  and  sacrament  meetings,  which 
certainly  goes  to  show  how  much  we  need  our 
proposed  new  chapel.  And  that  the  missiona- 
ries are  doing  a  very  excellent  job.  This 
growing  attendance  at  our  meetings  has  stimu- 
lated a  desire  that  we  shall  soon  be  breaking 
ground  for  a  new  and  bigger  Ramah. 

District  Conference  is  scheduled  to  be  held 
on  April  17th  at  the  Springs  Chapel.  President 
Leroy  H.  Duncan  and  Sister  Duncan  will 
again  grace  the  conference  with  inspiring  and 
instructive  talks.  The  theme  of  the  conference 
is  to  be  "Man's  Free  Agency." 

Sunday  the  District  Presidency  paid  an 
official  visit  to  Ramah  and  extended  uplifting 
and  much  enjoyed  talks.  That  afternoon  a 
baptism  was  held,  and  we  want  to  welcome 
those  who  were  baptised.  Sisters  Van  Rens- 
burg.  Kroeson.  and  Adendorff.  and  Brothers 
Newby,  Kroesen,  and  Adendorff,  into  the 
church. 

The  sacrament  service  on  March  20th  was 
under  the  direction  of  the  Relief  Society  and 
the  programme  was  indeed  inspiring. 

The  Ramah  Branch  Presidency  held  a 
dinner  to  raise  building  funds  Saturday. 
March  9th.  An  excellent  programme  was 
presented  to  a  well  attended,  party. 

We  ate  happy  to  report  that  the  sick  and 
injured  are  all  home  and  well  again.  And  it 
is  good  to  see  Sister  Signe  Smith  back  from 
her  vacation  at  the  Cape.  We  hope  that  she 
enjoyed  the  Cape  air. 
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STATISTICS 


BLESSINGS 

SHEENA  LYNN  GANTER,  daughter  of  George 
and  Catherine  Margaret  Mcintosh  was 
blessed  on  March  6th,  1955,  by  Elder  Lorin  W. 
Pickett  at  Krugersdorp. 

WILLIAM  GLEN  THOMPSON,  son  of  Alan 
Percy  and  Gwendoline  Mary  Wilkinson  was 
blessed  on  March  6th,  1955,  by  Elder  Jerry  S 
Young  at  Bulawayo. 

PATRICIA  MARY  THOMPSON,  daughter  of 
Alan  Percy  and  Gwendoline  Mary  Wilkinson 
was  blessed  on  March  6th,  1955,  by  Elder  B. 
Kent  Taylor  at  Bulawayo. 

COLIN  FRANK  THWAITS,  son  of  Desmond 
George  Stephen  and  Norma  Elaine  Adams 
was  blessed  'on  March  6th,  by  Elder  B.  Kent 
Taylor  at  Bulawayo. 

DAVID  OSCAR  ERASMUS,  son  of  Walter  Otto 
Ralph  and  Jean  Mav  Cragg  was  blessed  on 
February  26th,  1955,  by  Elder  Gary  E.  Elliott 
at  Durban. 

DESMOND  JOSEPH  SMITH,  son  of  Kenneth 
Bailey  and  Theodora  Anneby  Theron  was 
blessed  on  March  3rd,  1955,  by  Brother 
Thomas  Wilson  at  Mowbray. 

BAPTISMS 

IRENE  NAOMI  REYNOLDS,  was  baptised  on 
February  27th,  1955,  by  Elder  Allen  L. 
Caldwell  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Elder  Charles  M.  Sessions  at  Port  Elizabeth. 

PAMELA  JEAN  HOVELMEIR  ROWE,  was 
baptised  on  February  20th,  1955.  by  Elder 
Clyde  A.  Miller  and  confirmed  on  the  same 
day  by  Elder  Clyde  A.  Miller  at  Krugersdorp. 

FRANK  RICHARD  MOLLARD  ROWE,  was 
baptised  on  February  20th,  1955,  by  Elder 
Farrell  .J  Thackerand  confirmed  on  the  same 
day  by  Elder  Farrell  J.  Thacker  at  Krugers- 
dorp. 

ANDRIES      JOHANNES      SWANEPOEL,      was 

baptised  on  February  20th,  1955,  by  Elder 
Henry  S.  Todd  and  confirmed  on  the  same 
day  by  Elder  Wallace  M.  Saling  at  Ramah. 

ANNA  MARIE  MAGDELENA  MANS  SWANE- 
POEL was  baptised  on  February  20th,  1955, 
by  Elder  Lorin  W.  Pickett  and  confirmed  on 
the  same  day  by  Elder  Henry  S.  Todd  at 
Ramah. 

ANNA  MARIE  SWANEPOEL  was  baptised  on 
February  20th,  1955,  by  Elder  Lorin  W.  Pickett 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
Henry  S.  Todd  at  Ramah. 

ANNA  MARIE  SWANEPOEL  was  baptised  on 
February  20th,  1955,  by  Elder  Henry  S.  Todd 
and .  on  the  same  day  confirmed  by  Elder 
Lorin  W.  Pickett  at  Ramah. 

FREDERICKA  CATHERINE  ELIZABETH 
KELLY  PALMER-JONES  was  baptised  on 
March  6th,  1955,  by  Elder  B.  Kent  Taylor  and 
.on  the  same  day  confirmed  by  Elder  Jerry  S. 
Young  at  Bulawayo. 

RICHARD  ISAAC  was  baptised  on  March  6th. 
1955,  by  Elder  Jerry  S.  Young  and  on  the 
same  day  confirmed  by  Elder  B.  Kent  Taylor 
at  Bulawayo. 


GWENDOLINE  MARY  WLLKINSON  THOMP- 
SON was  baptised  on  March  6th,  1955,  by 
Elder  B.  Kent  Taylor  and  on  the  same  day 
confirmed  by  Elder  Jerry  S.  Young  at  Bula- 
wayo. 

ROBIN  ALLAN  was  baptised  on  February  27th, 
1955,  by  Elder  Therald  P.  Quayle  and  on  the 
same  day  confirmed  by  Elder  Reed  C.  Snow 
at  Pietermaritzburg. 

KATHLEEN  MARY  McLELLAN  was  baptised 
on  February  27th,  1955,  by  Elder  Royal  D. 
Jensen  and  on  the  same  day  confirmed  by 
Elder  Jack  D.  Fisher  at  Durban. 

IVY  FLORENCE  McLELLAN  was  baptised  on 
February  27th,  1955,  by  Elder  Don  M.  LeBaron 
and  on  the  same  day  confirmed  by  Elder 
Royal  D.  Jensen  at  Durban. 

HIRAM  HECTOR  McLELLAN  was  baptised  on 
February  27th.  1955,  by  Elder  Gary  E.  Elliott 
and  on  the  same  day  confirmed  by  Elder  Don 
M.  LeBaron  at  Durban. 

FLORENCE    ANNE    KINDER    McLELLAN    was 

baptised  on  February  27th,  1955,  by  Elder  Don 
M.  LeBaron  and  on  the  same  day  confirmed 
by  Elder  J.  Melverton  Jakins  at  Durban. 
AUBREY  ADNITT  McLELLAN  was  baptised 
on  February  27th,  1955,  by  Elder  Don  M.  Le- 
Baron and  on  the  same  day  confirmed  by 
Elder  Gary  E.  Elliott  at  Durban. 

ORDINATIONS 

LIONEL        FREDERICK        MAARTENS        was 

ordained  a  Teacher  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
on  February  20th,  1955,  by  Andrew  C. 
Brummer  at  North  Western. 

JOHANNES  EDWARD  FOLKSCHENK  was 
ordained  a  Teacher  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
on  February  20th.  1955,  by  William  H. 
Brummer  at  North  Western. 

EDWIN  GERALD  OXLEE  was  ordained  a 
Teacher  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  Febru- 
ary 13th,  1955,  by  Wilfred  S.  Wrench  at 
Ramah. 

JOHN  HENRY  WAGENER  was  ordained  a 
Priest  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  Febru- 
ary 13th,  1955,  by  Clyde  A.  Miller  at  Ramah. 

GERHARDUS  DIRK  KOTZE  was  ordained  a 
Priest  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  February 
13th,  1955,  by  Clyde  A.  Miller  at  Ramah. 

CHRISTIAN  HENDRIK  LOUW  was  ordained 
a  Priest  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  Febru- 
ary 13th,  1955,  by  Johannes  Paulus  Brummer 
at  Ramah. 

DON  ROY  NINOW  was  ordained  a  Priest  in 
the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  February  13th. 
1955,  bv  Norman  G.  Muir  at  Ramah. 

EDWARD  WILLIAM  HAMILTON  was  ordained 
a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  Febru- 
ary 27th.  1955,  by  Don  W.  Merrill  at  Pretoria. 

ANDREW  FRANCIS  FOURIE  was  ordained  an 
Elder  in  the  Melchizedeck  Priesthood'  on 
March  6th,  1955,  by  President  Leroy  H. 
Duncan  at  Mowbray. 

NEVILLE  WINSTON  CRAMER  was  ordained 
a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  March 
6th,  1955.  by  James  R.  Vigus  at  Mowbray. 
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WILLIAM   NORMAN   CHARLES   HARVEY    wa.s 
ordained  a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
on    March    fith.    1955.    by    Alvin    P.    Park    at 
Mowbray. 

MARRIAGES 

CLARENCE  ROYAL  DOLLER  was  married  to 
Sylvia  June  Warren  on  December  11th,  1954. 
at  Port  Elizabeth,. 


1954. 
and 


BIRTHS 

EDNA  SANDERS  born  December  17th, 
daughter  of  Prank  Octavius  Forbes 
Elizabeth  Martin  Coetzer  at  Pretoria. 

ELMA  SANDERS  born  December  17th.  1954. 
daughter  of  Frank  Octavius  Forbes  and 
Elizabeth  Martin  Coetzer  at  Pretoria. 

DAVID  OSCAR  ERASMUS  born  February  24th. 
1955,  son  of  Walter  Otto  Ralph  and  Jean  May 
Cragg  at  Durban. 

DEATHS 

CHARLES  JOHN  GERALD  RICKSON  died  on 
January  13th.  1955.  at  Mt.  Pleasant. 

DAVID  OSCAR  ERASMUS  died  on  February 
27th.  1955.  at  Durban. 


TIME     HAS    JUSTIFIED 

(Continued  from  page  59) 

know  spiritual  truth  for  himself,  and  to  recog- 
nize the  worth  and  inherent  goodness  of  human 
nature.  These  and  other  concepts  of  high 
ideals  have  all  been  scattered  and  taught  in 
the  homes  and  chapels  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  Today  Branches 
of  the  Church  throughout  the  world  form  a 
nucleus  which  draws  together  people  who  are 
attuned  to  the  voice  of  religious  truth.  "SUF- 
FICIENT TIME  HAS  NOW  ELAPSED  TO 
SHOW  THAT  MORMONISM  HAS  AS  ITS 
HEART  THE  UNIVERSAL  ELEMENT  OF 
TRUTH.  THAT  IS  WHY  IT  ENDURES 
AND  GROWS." 


RICHARD     L.     EVANS 

(Continued  from  page  54) 

Through  hard  work  and  untiring  effortl 
Elder  Richard  L.  Evans  has  distinguished 
himself  in  many  fields  but  perhaps  he  is  the 
most  noted  for  the  radio  programme,  "The 
Spoken  Word.*"  from  Temple  Square  presented 
over  K.SI  and  Columbia  Broadcasting  System. 
Thousands  pause  in  thought  each  week  as 
they  listen  to  the  concise  and  inspiring  message 
prepared  and  delivered  by  an  Apostle  of  the 
Church.  Richard  L.  Evans. 

Note:  Two  of  Elder  Evans*  talks.  "The 
Spoken  Word,'"  appear  in  this  issue. 

GENEALOGY 

(Continued   from   page   58) 

To  rely  on  memory  is  not  good  enough. 
Family  Bibles,  government  records  and  his- 
torical records.  Church  records  and  monu- 
ments are  sources  of  great  help. 

Members  of  the  Mission  should  try  and  co- 
operate throughout  the  Union  and  exchange 
data,  thus  avoiding  duplication  and  long 
fruitless  research. 

Wherever  possible  have  a  Pedigree  Chart 
accompanying  the  Family  Group  Sheets. 
These  can  be  obtained  from  your  Branch 
Genealigoists.  Be  encouraged  to  start  your 
Remembrance  Book  by  collecting  and  pre- 
serving all  photographs.  They  will  not  only 
be  of  interest  to  the  coming  generations,  but 
invaluable. 

REMEMBER:  We  cannot,  we  dare  no), 
leave  this  most  important  work  and  responsi- 
bility for  someone  else  or  until  the  Millennial 
reign  is  ushered  in.  Obedience  has  its  fulfil- 
ment in  blessings. 


NOTICE 


BOUND  VOLUMES  OF  THE  CUMORAH  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER" 
FOR  THE  YEARS  1952,  1953  and  1954  ARE  NOW  AVAILABLE  AT  THE 
MISSION  BOOK  STORE.  THE  SUPPLY  IS  LIMITED.  HOWEVER,  SO  ORDER 
NOW. 

Full  of  interesting  reading  of  events  happening  in  the  South  African  Mission 
along  with  the  inspired  Word  of  God  through  the  mouth  of  His  latter-day  Prophets: 
you  will  enjoy  having  and  reading  the  past  issues  of  the  mission  news. 

PRICE   £1.0.0. 

PLEASE  SEND  ORDER  TO  "CUMORAH  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER," 
"CUMORAH,"  MAIN  ROAD,  MOWBRAY,  C.P. 
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And   7ke  (led  gkali 
Be   Added" 


A  SHORT  SHORT 
STORY 

Bob  Layne  sauntered  down  the  main  street 
in  Woodville,  a  small  town  in  northern 
Alberta.  It  was  good  to  be  again  among  the 
people  with  whom  he  had  been  associated 
since  childhood.  Each  hearty  greeting  from 
a  friend  gave  him  that  pleasant  feeling  known 
only  to  those  who  have  returned  home.  As 
he  passed  the  post  office,  John  Gault,  the 
editor  of  the  local  newspaper,  came  out  and 
continued  down  the  street  with  him. 

"I've  just  heard  you  have  a  call  to  fill  a 
mission,  and  I'm  very  glad  to  hear  it.  Will 
you  be  leaving  soon?" 

"No,  I  think  not,"  the  boy  replied.  "You 
see,  I  thought  perhaps  I'd  better  finish  my 
course  at  the  U  and  then  go.  Bishop  Raines 
said  the  decision  was  to  be  entirely  my  own. 
and  that  seems  the  better  way." 

The  door  of  the  small  office  of  the  News 
stood  open  and  Bob  followed  the  editor  inside. 
His  interest  in  journalism  had  been  a  bond  of 
friendship  between  the  older  man  and  himself 
and  he  had  spent  many  an  hour  in  this  place. 
The  latest  edition  of  the  Journal  lay  upon  a 
desk  amid  the  litter  of  papers  and  handbills 
common  to  printing  shops.  A  pair  of  strikingly 
clear  eyes  looked  out  from  a  fine  intelligent 
face  pictured  on  the  front  page.  Under  the 
picture  Bob  read: 

"William  Cullen  McArthur,  noted  author, 
scored  another  success  recently.  His  book 
Little  Things  won  for  him  the  coveted  Bosman 
Award.  A  noted  critic  has  said  of  the  novel, 
'It  contains  a  depth  of  knowledge  and  a 
serenity  of  faith  which  is  sadly  lacking  in 
many  of  the  works  of  our  modern  writers. 
This  sincerity  of  belief  assuages  the  pathos 
and  magnifies  the  triumphs.  It  has  a  fineness 
which  makes  it  a  work  of  art-." 

"I  think  he's  great,"  The  admiration  in 
Bob's  voice  was  undisguised.  "To  be  as  he  is 
would  be  mighty  fine,  wouldn't  it?" 

"Indeed  it  would,  son,"  the  man  replied, 
"And,  as  they  say — thereby  hangs  a  tale — 

"It  happened  here  in  Woodville.  Two  boys 
grew  up  together.  In  school  they  kept  at  the 
head  of  their  class  in  friendly  rivalry.     They 


By   Marie   O'Brien 

had  the  same  aim— journalism.  When  they 
had  finished  high  school  they  worked  hard 
and  went  to  the  University— your  school  now. 
They  both  did  well  because  they  had  an  aim, 
and  their  friendship  increased  with  the  years. 

"These  two  boys  had  finished  their  second 
year  at  the  U  and  were  home  for  the  holidays 
when  they  each  received  a  call  to  go  on  a 
mission.  They  thought  it  over  and  talked 
about  it  together.  The  one  lad  decided  he'd 
finish  his  education  first  and  then  go  into  the 
mission  field,  but  times  got  hard  and  he  had 
a  bad  time  getting  enough  funds  to  keep  him- 
self at  school  the  last  year.  Then  Jie  got  a 
job  on  a  paper  and  after  that  he  seemed  never 
quite  able  to  make  the  break. 

"The  other  boy  returned  from  a  very 
honourable  mission  to  find  it  impossible  to 
finish  his  education — " 

Jack  Gault  paused  and  Bob  asked  softly: 
"The  two  boys— they  were  you  and  William 
McArthur?" 

The  narrator  nodded  confirmation. 

"And  today  you  are  a  small  town  editor 
and  he  a  noted  author.  For  two  years  of 
preaching  your  religion  you  sacrificed  a  career 
which  might  easily  have  compared  with  his." 
It  was  a  statement  rather  than  a  question, 
and  the  boy's  tone  unconsciously  implied  pity. 

Jack  Gault  shook  his  head  and  sighed 
heavily. 

"No,  son,  you're  wrong,"  he  said;  "Bill 
McArthur  went  on  the  mission." 


A    STALWART    MEMBER 

(Continued  from  page  57) 
It  is  certainly  a  privilege  to  associate  with 
a   man   as   strong   in   the   Gospel   as    Brother 
Wilson  who  often  says,  "Nothing  pleases  me 
more  than  to  be  called  a  Mormon." 

The  humble  and  unshakable  testimony  this 
man  bears,  his  humorous  personality,  and 
experiences  of  85  years  make  a  pleasing 
impression  upon  his  associates.  One  can  not 
help  but  love  the  lively  old  Scotchman  found 
in  Brother  Thomas  Wilson,  a  stalwart  of  the 
South  African  Mission. 
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AND  WHEN  THE  SABBATH  WAS  PASSED,  MARY 
MAGDALENE,  AND  MARY  THE  MOTHER  OF  JAMES, 
AND  SALOME,  HAD  BOUGHT  SWEET  SPICES,  THAT 
THEY  MIGHT  COME  AND  ANOINT  HIM. 

AND  VERY  EARLY  IN  THE  MORNING  THE  FIRST 
DAY  OF  THE  WEEK,  THEY  CAME  UNTO  THE 
SEPULCHRE  AT  THE  RISING  OF  THE  SUN. 

AND  THEY  SAID  AMONG  THEMSELVES,  WHO  SHALL 
ROLL  US  AWAY  THE  STONE  FROM  THE  DOOR  OF  THE 
SEPULCHRE? 

AND  WHEN  THEY  LOOKED,  THEY  SAW  THAT  THE 
STONE  WAS  ROLLED  AWAY:  FOR  IT  WAS  VERY 
GREAT. 

AND  ENTERING  INTO  THE  SEPULCHRE,  THEY  SAW 
A  YOUNG  MAN  SILTING  ON  THE  RIGHT  SIDE,  CLOTHED 
IN  A  LONG  WHITE  GARMENT;  AND  THEY  WERE 
AFFRIGHTED. 

AND  HE  SAITH  UNTO  THEM,  BE  NOT  AFFRIGHTED  : 
YE  SEEK  JESUS  OF  NAZARETH,  WHICH  WAS  CRUCI- 
FIED :  HE  IS  RISEN;  HE  IS  NOT  HERE :  BEHOLD  THE 
PLACE  WHERE  THEY  LAID  HIM. 

NOW  WHEN  JESUS  WAS  RISEN  EARLY  THE  FIRST 
DAY  OF  THE  WEEK,  HE  APPEARED  FIRST  TO  MARY 
MAGDALENE,  OUT  OF  WHOM  HE  HAD  CAST  SEVEN 
DEVILS. 

AFTER  THAT  HE  APPEARED  IN  ANOTHER  FORM 
UNTO  TWO  OF  THEM,  AS  THEY  WALKED,  AND  WENT 
INTO  THE  COUNTRY. 

AFTER  THAT  HE  APPEARED  UNTO  THE  ELEVEN 
AS  THEY  SAT  AT  MEAT,  AND  UPBRAIDED  THEM  WITH 
THEIR  UNBELIEF  AND  HARDNESS  OF  HEART, 
BECAUSE  THE  BELIEVED  NOT  THEM  WHICH  HAD 
SEEN  HIM  AFTER  HE  WAS  RISEN. 

HE  THAT  BELIEVETH  AND  IS  BAPTISED  SHALL  BE 
SAVED;  BUT  HE  THAT  BELIEVETH  NOT  SHALL  BE 
DAMNED. 

—From  the  Gospel  of  Saint  Mark. 
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